
  

Important 
Dates  

December 23 - 
January 1 - Holiday 
Recess,  school closed 

January 20 - Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
Day,   school closed 

January 29 -  Early 
dismissal, 11:45 am 

January 31 -  Report 
cards 

***** 
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http://www.chufsd.org/schools/carrie_e_tompkins_es 

Message from the Principal, Mrs. Kelly Maloney 

Dear CET Families, 

We had a wonderful past two weeks leading up to the Holiday Recess. 
So many fun activities took place. First graders enjoyed making candy 
houses alongside one of their family members and our second graders 
enjoyed watching “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” as they just 
completed a novel studies on this classic story! Our second grade 
teachers do a marvelous job using this text to teach students to use 
visualization to aid in their comprehension. Students also got the 
chance to show off their creative side as they were tasked with inventing 
their own Willy Wonka candy!  Their 3D creations look just like they 
were made in Wonka’s Chocolate Factory! Check out our Twitter feed at 
#CETelementary to see some of their creations! If you are still in need of 
a few gift ideas consider purchasing another one of Roald Dahl’s 
books.  

We held our Winter Concert last week showcasing our orchestra, band, 
and chorus. Their performances were wonderful. They were well-
prepared and enthusiastic. I am always so impressed by how many 
students take part in our before school music programs.  Kudos to our 
music teachers: Mrs. Horton, Ms Parkhouse, Mrs. O’Brien and Ms. 
Zantay for their hard work and dedication.   

The entire student body gathered this morning for a Holiday Sing Along. 
Each grade level was responsible for singing a particular song; ask your 
child what song they sang. It was an enjoyable way to spend our last 
day together before the new year! I tweeted a few pictures if you would 
like to hear us!  

Thank you for supporting our numerous Spirit Days this month! Wearing 
holiday garb and bringing in our favorite stuffed animal really does 
promote community AND encourages conversation, besides the fact 
that we all look really cute! 

With the rollout of our Child Nutrition Program (our food service) I know 
many parents have missed not coming in to help with lunch. So… we 
would like to invite you in for ONE time only to join your child for 
lunch.  Beginning January 6 and running through June 19, each child 
will be allowed to have one or two of their family members join them 
during their lunch period. Lunch periods are approximately 30 minutes 
long.   In order to keep this manageable, we ask that you contact Laura 
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Sherry, our Welcome Center aide, at Laura.Sherry@chufsd.org or at 
271-5184 x3238 to schedule your lunch visit.  The family member 
should be an adult over the age of 18; no siblings are allowed.  The 
family member will be directed to the multipurpose room where they will 
meet their child. You can bring your own lunch or purchase a lunch  We 
ask that visitors do not leave the multipurpose room; this is not an 
opportunity to talk to your child’s teacher or other staff members. We are 
hopeful that this opportunity to eat lunch with your child is a positive 
experience.  

Wishing you and your family a very enjoyable holiday season.  

Happy New Year! 

Warmly,  

Kelly 

   
 

News from the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kerri Bianchi 

On Thursday, December 19 th , our students experienced the wonder of 
the holiday season through a performance by Magic Jim.  Magic Jim 
took our students on an imaginary train ride to learn about various 
winter holidays celebrated around the world.  Through storytelling and 
magic, the students learned about Kwanza, Hanukah, Ramadan, Denali 
and Christmas.  Magic Jim emphasized the importance of “ The gift of 
giving and the magic of sharing”.  This unique performance helped to 
reinforce the importance of learning about other cultures and embracing 
differences.  Our students were both entertained and educated and our 
hope is that they continue to appreciate cultural differences while 
enjoying the magic of the holiday season. 

 

News from Lauren Fitzgerald,   School Psychologist     

Practicing Traditions 

Growing up, my family practiced many Polish-American traditions for 
many holidays especially Christmas. Now, being married, I also practice 
many Irish traditions with my husband’s family throughout the year. 
Traditions are important for every family to practice even if they are not 
based around a certain culture and/or religion. One of my friends has a 
holiday sing-a-long with her family and friends every year. This tradition 
not only keeps her loved ones close, but they look forward to it every 
year.  Some reasons why traditions are important to families are: 

 Traditions build a sense of stability—These events give 
children something to expect and look forward to in a culture 
that is constantly changing 

 Traditions build unity—Children feel more connected to their 
family because the tradition is something that the whole family 
is able to share and/or have in common 

 Traditions build identity—Children feel more confident and 
secure in who they are because they have a deeper 
understanding of their practices and beliefs 

 Traditions build connections to the past—Children get more 
of a sense of their family’s culture and history 

I encourage you to take some time to think about the traditions that you 
practiced as a child and may no longer practice. Do you miss the 
tradition? Is it something that you think your family would enjoy? Or 
maybe it’s time to start a new tradition with your family that you hope 
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your children will carry on in the years to come. No matter what you 
decide, practicing traditions with your families will help to build lifelong 
memories for the holiday season. 

 

CET PTA    

We want to wish you a Happy Holiday and thank you for your continued 
support.  We have had many successful events this year which only 
happened because of volunteers who helped run them and community 
members who attended them. 

If you are looking for a last minute gift for anyone, check out https://cet-
pta.square.site/ to see some new spirt wear including tiger flannel 
pajama pants and winter hats.  See you in the New Year! 

 

News from Patricia Lynch, Math Teacher   

C.E.T. Loves Math!  

Our CET Math program is based on the New York State 
Standards.  Being competent in Math establishes a base for all STEM = 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math learning. Our vertically 
aligned curriculum supports your child’s mathematical skills and 
strategies through their years at CET.   

One easy way to support your child is to get to know how we approach 
Math concepts in your child’s grade.  The ‘ Read, Draw, Write’ model is 
used in every grade.  First, we  read the problem carefully to understand 
what is being asked and then begin to generate strategies and 
estimates. Critical thinking comes into play as we choose a strategy 
and  draw a model(s) to aid our computation and 
understanding.  Finally, we  write our solution making sure our answer is 
embedded in a statement. As your child moves through this process, 
reasoning, estimating, and mental math computations help students to 
decide if they are approaching the problem correctly.  

The concepts and model drawing for each grade and module can be 
found on the EngageNY site or easily on our CET Math Lab site under 
the student/parent tab.  Exploring the resources and lessons for each 
Module will help you to become familiar with our Math expectations.  

Teachers incorporate problem-based, critical thinking into these lessons 
as well as, in extended tasks and projects.  Making time for your child to 
utilize our online ZEARN Math program at home is another way to help 
your child.  Each child has a unique username and password.  

Students and teachers at CET love math and LOVE that this continues 
at home!   

 

  LETTER DAY WHEN A SNOW DAY(S) HAS OCCURRED 

When school is closed due to inclement weather, the letter day is rolled 
over to the next school day. 

*************************************************************************** 

EARLY MORNING DROP-OFFS 

Just a reminder to use the traffic loop in the back of the building for early 
morning drop-offs. The loop in the front of the building is for buses 
ONLY until 8:15 AM. 

Your cooperation is appreciated. 

https://cet-pta.square.site/
https://cet-pta.square.site/


 

***************************************************************************  

Updating You and Your Child’s Information in the K12 Alerts 
System  

To be sure we have the most up-to-date information for you and your 
child, you may access K12 Alerts by either logging on to the CET 
Homepage where you will find “Parent Portal/K12Alerts” or by accessing 
the Croton-Harmon School District’s Homepage and clicking on “Parent 
and Resident Portal/K12Alerts”. Once you log in to the K-12 Alert 
System, you will be able to make any necessary changes to your or 
your child’s information . 

If you have any questions please contact Denise Cuomo, 914-271-
4793, ext. 4200.   

 

 


